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USPTO ushers in new era with introduction of electronic 

patent grants 

WASHINGTON—Beginning April 18, 2023, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is shifting 

towards issuing paper waste-reducing electronic patent grants (eGrants) to patent recipients—a 

new process that delivers the official copy of patent grants in an electronic format. We will 

provide a bound paper version as a ceremonial copy throughout a limited transition period, and 

then for a nominal fee thereafter.   

“By issuing eGrants, we’re making considerable strides toward more environmentally-conscious 

operations at the USPTO,” said Kathi Vidal, Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property 

and Director of the USPTO. “Providing 21st century service to our stakeholders means shifting our 

processes to reflect 21st century policies. The eGrant process not only minimizes paper waste, but 

it also benefits stakeholders by reducing pendency and streamlining the process. It’s a win-win for 

the agency and for our customers.” 

The eGrant process significantly decreases USPTO’s printing and mailing needs, potentially 

reducing patent pendency, and saving the agency nearly $2 million in annual printing and mailing 

costs. Further, under the new process, patent recipients will receive their electronic patent grant 

in PDF format on the day of issuance. 

During the transition period, patent awardees will have access to the eGrant official copy in 

Patent Center and receive the bound paper version as a ceremonial copy. Patent recipients may 

still request USPTO certified copies and presentation copies from the USPTO’s certified copy 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMjcuNzIzMzA3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy51c3B0by5nb3YvcGF0ZW50cy9hcHBseS9wYXRlbnQtY2VudGVyL2VncmFudHM_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPXN1YnNjcmlwdGlvbmNlbnRlciZ1dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT0ifQ.a1qFKdAQt8JnLd-hxZjizyXN9DpiRCYYHX059yqhh6M/s/1163178527/br/155158885259-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMjcuNzIzMzA3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NlcnRpZmllZGNvcHljZW50ZXIudXNwdG8uZ292Lz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249c3Vic2NyaXB0aW9uY2VudGVyJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV90ZXJtPSJ9.yDqdiIAETIpvlL8oiwiM-B6WaKRHRcPdo3PhVQoo82k/s/1163178527/br/155158885259-l


center for an additional fee. Unlimited free copies of eGrants can also be printed from USPTO’s 

online Patent Center. The agency already provides electronic trademark registration certificates to 

trademark owners. 

For more information, read the full Federal Register Notice or visit the eGrant webpage on the 

USPTO website, where you can find our eGrant FAQ document and additional information. 

Stay current with the USPTO by subscribing to receive email updates. Visit our Subscription 

Center. 
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